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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the insulating characteristic 
between an MR element and upper and lower shielding films and to make 
it possible to attain higher density of the MR element by providing a 
magnetoresistive head (MR head) with insulating films having high 
reliability between the MR element and the upper shielding film and the 
lower shielding film. 

SOLUTION: This MR head has a substrate 21. the lower shielding film 
23, the lower gap insulating film 25. the MR element 26. the upper gap 
insulating film 30 and the upper shielding film 31. The MR head is 
provided with the high reliability insulating films 24, 29 having dense 
crystals and decreased defects, such as alumina films, obtd. by oxidizing 
aluminum between the lower shielding film 23 and the MR element 26 
and between the MR element 26 and the upper shielding film 31. As a 
result the insulation between the shielding film 32. 23 and the MR 
element 26 is improved and the shorting between both is surely 
prevented even if the spacings between the upper and lower shielding 
films 31. 23 and the MR element 26 are made slight with an increase in 
the density of a magnetic recording and reproducing device. 
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